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When the leader of the Liberal Party called the C.B.C, dccis;un Lo
give full status to the Liberal pelnt ot vlewnin the televiszion
debate a "victory for democracy", I thought ot Eernard Crclck, a

British writer who thought tdemocracy" was the mest promiscuous word

in politics. "She is everybody's mistress and yet somehow ruetalins
her magic even when her lover sees that her favours are being, in
hls lléht, shared by another". When the Liberals were excluoed,
they telt scorned. Suddenly all !s well ln the 1and. However, this
victory ls a Liberal victory. Dewbcrdcy would be served by vet
broader representatlion.

when Angus Rela discovered a major shift in the thinkling of the
electorate two years ago, his long experience suggested to ham that
this change was historic, All across the industrialized world, he
satd, for the first time, roughly 15% ot the electorate sald they
qefinitely support" a political party that "made preservation

would aex

of the environment its primary objective", and 50% of the electozéte
nwould consider" supporting such e party. These [igures ene-ged in
B.C. az well.

The Green Party is the only political formation in the world whose
"D sry cbjective" is preservaticn ot the envircnment. Grezns will
not Le repzesented in the leaders debate, and for that matter, will
not even be represented in the televised debate focussing on the
environment This is & bltter piil for Greens, and It can only lead
to furinhecr damaye to the credibllity of public wmedia in a democracy.
The Green movement must shoulder ihe blame for the ridicule,
rnostility, represslion, and misunderstanding that the Greern Party
faces. OCur most vital spliritual leaders scorn politlecal life and

gquestlion whether political leadership is possible at all. Qur best
sprakers refuse to be associated with a political fermatien in its
infancy saying, they "need something more substantial'.

Marny of our most capablie activiste deal with politlcal formations
hostile to fundamsptal ecologlcal princlples and say that the scraps
from the tables of power are infinitely better than nothlng. Many
others refuse to support any pulivical party as if this made their
poiitical activiLy more pure. 50 much of the greatest Green
intellectual talent is standing aside, because they believe real
change cannot occur untll the average pecrson walks outslde and
witnesses the trees and the grass dying under a suddenly mallgnant
sur, that the analysis may fulfill itgalt., In common with the
expecience of other political orgunlzations finding themselves In
the political wilderness, the Green Parly tends towards unresolved
factional dispute as energy turns inward rather than oulward.

A Green volce cannot be heard unleas the wovewent f£inds unity,
allows its talent to asgert ltself and demands to be heard. The
Party has so far found it impossible Lo make lts case to be included
in the debate as effectlvely as Gordon Wilson's Llberals have done.

still, the C.B.C.'s judgement can be questloned. The questlon
before C.B.C, wmanagement 1n choosing who they will allow into what
could turn out to be the cruclal event of the campalgn 1s nol
whether the pollitical partlies involved have a chance of forming the
next government, but rather: do uhe polltical parties choseu
represent. all substantial points ot view? They do not.
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